Don W. Klopt: A Remembrance

James C. McCroskey

Dr. Donald William Klopt passed awav on August 27, 2010 atter a briet tHness at his
home i Karlua, HIL

Wite: Beverly Son: Donn

Dr. Klopt and T met at the Universitv of Hawain in the Late summer of 1960, He was
director of the debate and public-speaking programs and mv new boss, This was myv
first dav teaching at the college Tevel o1 had previoushy taught and managed hich
school speech and debate programs). We became very close friends shortly atter and
staved that wav tor the next 30 vears. My daughter Linda twho thinks of Don as her
srandtather . Don's son Donn, and 1 were privileged 1o visit Don and Beverlv just
a few ol weeks betore his passing, just after the PACA convention in China, His son
and T presented Don's last paper at PACA this past August.

Inour last visite Donowas sl faughimg and telling me what 1 shoutd be doing
rather than what T was doing! Tle was an expert at that!! Don was myv life long
mentortriend and now s sadhy missed.

Most people who have known Don think of hime as bDeing Uthat areat scholar
from Hawan, That 1s very appropriate. However, 1 think of him as that but also
“that great scholar from Wost Virginia.” When Den retired trom teaching at the
University ot Hawan, T ocontacted him and teased him about moving to MWest
Virginta, After several interactions, he got serious about his joiming us at West
Virginta University WAL Hle agreed to come to WYL for o summer. 1 aot
permission to hire him from my Dean. The Dean suggested that 1should try to get
Don to stav longer. After talking about the idea, Don dedided to stay a little longer—
and it turned out to be 10 vears, During that time he brought intercuitural
communication to WAL and prepared many, many of the students at WAL to teach
others how to deal with intercultural communication. Te was a great scholar and
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be honored by two universities as “Professor Emeritus.” Trondcally, T first fearned
of Don's passing ron @ person at WA L

Communication scholars trom all over the world, but pdl'ticuhr'l}' those on the
Pacitfic-Asian rewion, will miss them the most. He and his colleagios in Hawan
worked hard to faunch communication oreanizations over the vears, In the carly
vears these organizations brought together scholars who tught debate and public
speaking, His o st regional organization was known oy the Comimunication
Assoctation ot the Pacttics Mombers came from many Asian countries as well as
Australia and the United States, particularhy Hawann and the TS west coast.
This organmization had o gournal that focused on mtercuttaural communication
holarship, Later Don led the movement to create a new and broader organtzat:on
called the World Commumication Association (WA One of WO S ;niih Wis o
have conventions all over the world, AMany ol us called  the WO N "Don s
Urganization,  particularls those of us who tomed this now organization at its tirst
cotnvention. One of the things he abwavs wanted was to have WOA spansor
conventions on o all of the continents. Tt was wronie that this v camie true
Chima when WA members i the past summier, while partiaipating at the Pactfic
awd Asian Communication Assoctation {the newest of "Don s organizations .
agreed to hold therr 2011 convention in Peru. T am one of the tew people who were
prosent at all of the st of the conventions of each of "Dan's organizations,” | will

ok forward to seeing Don s tinal wish come true.



