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Research reported by Porter (1981) and Parks (1980) has raised significant
reservations concerning the content validity of the items on the early versions
of the PRCA. The present study investigated the content validity of the most
recent version of the instrument, PRCA-24. The results of this research
indicate that the scores generated by the new instrument are relatively
independent of the context-based content of the items employed and are
capable of substantially predicting apprehension in a context not represented
directly in the items on the new form.
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evolved as the dominant instrument employed by both researchers

and practitioners for measuring trait-like communication apprehen-
sion. The case for its construct and predictive validity (McCroskey, 1978) as
well as its cross-situational consistency (McCrosky & Beatty, 1984; McCroskey
& Richmond, 1982) is strong. However, the content validity of the measure
remains questionable.

As Porter (1981) has noted, the items on the original 20-item version of the
measure (McCroskey, 1970) as well as the revised 25-item measure (McCros-
key, 1978) are heavily weighted with items addressing communication in the
public speaking context. Similarly, research reported by Parks (1980), which

The Personal Report of Communication Apprehension (PRCA) has
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