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A recent report from the U.S. Depart-
ment ol Health, Education, and Welfare
estimates that about 4,752,000 (almost
eleven percent) of the 44,389,000 young
people in public elementary and sec-
ondary schools are handicapped.! These
figures include young people who are
speech impaired, learning disabled, men-
tally retarded, emotionally disturbed,
hard of hearing, deaf, crippled, partial-
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ly sighted, or blind. Each of these young
people presents a problem to the class-
room teacher. These ‘“special children”
need special help in order to maximize
their learning potential. Fortunately,
most school districts recognize these prob-
lems and provide special programs for
these individuals, albeit often not fully
adequate programs. |

Another group of handicapped chil-
dren is not included in the HEW figures,
nor are they provided the special atten-
tion they need in our schools. These are
the thousands, probably millions, of chil-
dren and young people who are “com-
munication apprehensives.”

“Communication apprehension” re-
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